corner of far-flung empire. Incidentally these
heat-stroke huts have been built by the same
"satanic British39 who have made India the third
country in the world from the standpoint of
railroad development, who have here launched
the greatest irrigation projects on earth, as a
result of which famines in India are becoming
fewer and fewer and who have brought to
Hindustan an era of peace and prosperity that
has caused the country materially to increase in
population in the past century.

At the rim of the sun-baked plain we are
crossing rise the jagged summits of the snow-
capped Safed Koh, biting holes into the cloud-
less sky. Beyond lies Afghanistan. But to reach
the realm of his Majesty the Amir, who has invited
us to visit his court, we first have to penetrate
those formidable mountains.

To do this we are to travel through the historic
Khyber Pass, the most famous and the most
strongly fortified mountain gorge on earth, at
the far end of which is the sign proclaiming that
here travellers must turn back because "It is
Absolutely Forbidden to Cross This Border into
Afghan Territory". But this time we are going
to disregard both the sign and the frontier
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